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DEFINE “SOUND DOCTRINE” AND WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT. (Wanda's notes)

(2 Tim.4:3) “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;”

e The word “sound” is the Greek word hygiaino (hoog-ee-ah'-ee-no). It means to be “healthy & whole; of
Christians whose opinions are free from any mixture of error.”

e The word “doctrine” is didaskalia (did-as-kal-ee'-ah) in Greek. It means “teaching & instruction.”

(1 Timothy 6:3-5) If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of
our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words,
which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among people who are
depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain.

e DOCTRINES are the core beliefs that are essential to our faith in Christ. SOUND DOCTRINE includes
those principles and truths that rightly reflect Christ in conduct and character. (Some would call these
core essentials the “DOGMA” of our faith - scripturally the same.)

o Sound Doctrine pertains to life and GODLINESS - that which is tested and true.
o EVEN SO....this does not mean we only know “doctrine” through the written Word...

e We can learn a lot from the epistles and Paul demonstrates a healthy balance between the LAW as
well as DIVINE REVELATION. He describes “sound doctrine” as coming from both sources - but
MOSTLY from divine revelation.

(Romans 7:7) “I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law.”

(Galatians 3:24) “So the Law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith.”
(Galatians 1:11-12) “For | would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is
not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ.”

(2 Corinthians 3:5-6) “...but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient to be ministers of
a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

Paul regarded REVELATION THROUGH CHRIST AND THE SPIRIT as the DECISIVE AUTHORITY for sound
doctrine.

- Throughout the NT, the early Church formed doctrine, gained direction, worshipped, and made
decisions through A WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (REVELATION) and the LAW.




Though the foundations of our faith have already been laid in Scripture, we must continually receive
insight and revelation from the Holy Spirit as to how to grow in these truths and apply them rightly.

Interesting note about RECEIVING the LAW with the help of ANGELS...

Deuteronomy 33:2 The Lord came from Sinai and dawned from Seir upon us; he shone forth from
Mount Paran; he came from the ten thousands of holy ones, with flaming fire at his right hand.

Galatians 3:19 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should
come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary.

(In Stephen’s testimony before the High Priest)
Acts 7:53 ...you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.

Hebrews 2:1-2 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away
from it. For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF SUPERNATURAL EXPERIENCES IN THE OT/NT THAT
CONFIRM OR COMPLIMENT SOUND DOCTRINE? (Stephen Powell’s notes)

In Scripture, there are several examples of supernatural encounters that occurred which confirmed,
complemented, and solidified sound doctrine from the beginning of the Jewish biblical corpus given to us
for the foundation of our faith. In each case, the encounter itself was a manifestation of the Living Word
which further added to the foundation which had already been laid (Jn.1:1-5). This is a unique feature of
supernatural encounters that made their way into the canon of Scripture. This order of supernatural
encounter no longer exists today.

When extra biblical spiritual encounters happen in the church in modern times they are for the purpose
of further “illuminating” the foundation of the Word that’s already been laid. Encounters today are never
to even come close to “adding” to the foundation which has already been set in place by the Jewish
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and Jesus Christ himself. When modern prophets claiming divine
revelation even begin to hint at adding to that foundation with their own personal revelation and
encounters, they are always 100% out of order and of another spirit.

Here are some of examples of divine visitations in Scripture that further confirmed, complemented, and
solidified sound doctrine moving forward in the faith of Abraham:

Daniel’s Visitation of the Angel Gabriel

In the first year of Darius, king of the Chaldeans, the bible says that Daniel the prophet “understood by
the books the number of the years specified by the word of the Lord through Jeremiah the prophet, that
He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem” (Dan.9:2). A few verses later, in
(Dan.9:20-27) the angel Gabriel appeared to Daniel in a vision and confirmed the prophecy that Daniel
had just been meditating on. Jeremiah’s words were a part of his prophetic book released to Israel
between 627-580 BC. It became a part of their canon, received and accepted as part of their Holy



Scriptures, and therefore was added to the foundation of the “law and prophets” that makes up the Old
Testament. This story confirms the principle that every supernatural visitation or encounter given, which
both came from God and made it into Scripture, only served to compliment and confirm what had
already been written. These encounters added to the foundation that had already been laid and did not
compete or contradict what came before in the least bit.

John the Baptist’s Birth Announced by the angel Gabriel

In (Lk.1:15-17), the angel Gabriel appeared to Zacharias, a priest of the Lord, in the temple when He was
performing his priestly duties. Through this encounter Gabriel announced the birth of his son, John, which
was to come. When Gabriel began to prophesy of the destiny and purpose of this child He spoke these
words:

“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children,” and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”

Upon further examination of the prophecy spoken, the prophecy fulfilled, and the life of John the Baptist
lived, it is clearly seen that all of this supernatural activity which preceded his conception complimented
and flowed perfectly with what had already been prophesied about and written in Scripture. Gabriel
spoke of John turning many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, coming in the “spirit and power
of Elijah”, and turning the “hearts of the fathers to the children” (Lk.1:17). This was clearly a reference to
Malachi’s prophecy of the forerunner who would come before the Messiah in (Mal.4:5-6). There are many
other references and prophecies concerning John that are mentioned in the law and prophets that
preceded his coming, which were all perfectly fulfilled in his life and ministry. This is another example of
how supernatural encounters in Scripture perfected worked with what was already in place when it came
to the Word of God and prophecy, according to the pre-ordained will and purpose of God.

Peter’s Trance & Vision on the Rooftop

“The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to
pray, about the sixth hour. Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready,
he fell into a trance and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners,
descending to him and let down to the earth. In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild
beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But
Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For | have never eaten anything common or unclean.” And a voice spoke to him
again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.” This was done three times.
And the object was taken up into heaven again.” (Acts 10:9-15)

This is one of my favorite examples of how God uses supernatural encounters to further illuminate what
has already been spoken and written by God in Scripture, and how God can use the manifestation of the
Spirit to help us see the truth of God’s Word that we may be having difficulty grasping!
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Peter was told very clearly by the Lord Jesus himself (as well as Old Testament Scripture) that He and the
other disciples were not to stay in Jerusalem and Judea, but that they were to take the gospel to the
“uttermost parts of the earth” and begin to harvest the Gentiles (Acts 1:8; 1s.60:3). Because Peter had
been raised in staunch Judaism his entire life, He was clearly having a difficult time grasping that the
promises and covenants of Israel could actually extend to the Gentiles, whom the Jews considered dogs
(Matt.15:21-28). To aid Peter in grasping what was already spoken and already contained in the Holy
Scriptures, during a time of prayer and fasting on a rooftop God brought Peter into an ecstatic state
known as a trance, to show him a vision. The vision itself was a manifestation of the Living Word, which
in turn helped to illuminate the truth of God’s Written Word that had already been communicated to
Peter and the rest of the disciples. Peter and the rest of the Jewish disciples needed to repent of old
mindsets and quit calling common what God was now calling cleansed, through the gospel.

Immediately following this breakthrough of revelation came the fruit of the first Gentile salvation, when
an angel of the Lord was sent to orchestrate a meet up between Cornelius and Peter, in which Peter
finally began to preach the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10:18,17-48). This is a powerful example of how
pure supernatural encounters with God & his kingdom will always work in fellowship and harmony with
the Written Word, as they are a manifestation of the Living Word. This is also a great example of how
God uses the manifestation and gifts of the Spirit (which produce visions, dreams, and divine revelation)
to help us go deeper in the Word of God and be more established in the faith. Any revelation or vision
experienced today that does not follow this same order is to be revoked with prejudice and treated with
the seriousness that the situation demands.

Splintered factions and sects of Modern Christianity that elevate modern apostles and prophets along
with their revelations live in danger of coming under the curse that Paul the Apostle warned the
bewitched Galatians about.

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached
to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other
gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.” (Gal.1:8-9)

There are many claiming prophetic Christian authority today who are absolutely bringing forth another
gospel and additions to the foundation of Scripture, many times as a result of their said supernatural
experiences. But the more they venture into such murky spiritual waters, the more they and their
followers come under a curse that Paul the Apostle pronounced to protect the apostolic faith of historical
Christianity. No one can take away or add to the canon of Scripture, especially if they claim authority to
do so because of supposed divine revelation (Rev.22:18-19). If they do, they have not endured sound
doctrine; they have been led astray by the supernatural.

These are Scriptural examples of how supernatural encounters can and should confirm, compliment, and
serve to solidify what has already been written, established, and codified as Holy Scripture, from which
we derive sound doctrine for our faith. May we all with meekness receive the engrafted Word of God,
which is able to save our souls and keep us from deceiving spirits which would lead us astray (Ja.1:21)!



ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES:
- Saul and the Witch of Endor (Jn10:1 - spiritually accessing information apart from God’s will)
- Slave Girl with the spirit of divination

- Satan tempting Jesus

WHERE DO SUPERNATURAL EXPERIENCES FIT INTO OUR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT AND
MATURITY? (JonMark Baker’'s notes)

Spiritual experiences are the proper province of the gift of prophecy. Throughout the old and new
testaments we see prophets having dreams, visions, being caught up into trances, having visitations from
angels, and even one heavenly encounter.

These spiritual experiences are indeed biblical, but what's their use?

So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth
by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of Him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From Him the
whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:11-16)

Paul here is laying out the communal value for each of these ministry gifts. From here we can induce
that:

1. Each gift is meant to be of communal value not merely personal (though there is a place for the
personal benefit of spiritual experiences. We'll get there in a moment.)

2. Each gift is for the building up of the body into the fullness of the stature of Christ. 1 Corinthians
14:4 (b) but the one who prophesies edifies the church.

1. Each of these gifts—prophecy and spiritual experiences included—ought to make the
recipients of the respective ministries more like Jesus that they were before. In the case of
spiritual experiences it's appropriate to ask the question, "how does this prophecy or
relating of this spiritual experience make me more like Christ?" And "Does this spiritual
experience have any communal value or does it merely exalt the one speaking?"

3. The net result of each of these ministries, (prophecy included) ought to be doctrinal soundness.
This means that it reveals to us who Jesus really is so that when new doctrines come about the
recipients of these ministries are not easily fooled. For this reason:

1. Spiritual experiences are teachers and will sometimes have doctrinal import.
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2. We should not expect new doctrines to be revealed through spiritual experiences. Rather, a
deeper revelation of the "faith once for all handed down to the saints." (Jude 3)

3. A survey of spiritual experiences through the bible reveals that spiritual experiences serve
primarily to help the hearers apply already revealed truths. They almost never reveal new
ones. (i.e. Peter's vision in Acts 10 reminded him of the command of Jesus to take the
gospels into the whole world and that he had "sheep not of this pen" to whom He desired
to extend the hope of salvation. Peter's trance then helped him to apply the already
revealed teachings of Christ, not impose new teachings and doctrines.

Personal Spiritual Experiences (And Thelr Communlication)

Saul of Tarsus was called by Jesus through a dramatic spiritual experience. We are currently seeing
parallels amongst many Muslims where Christ appears to them in dreams. We see in 2 Cor. 12:2
evidence of a spiritual experience where one is caught up into heaven. Interestingly, Paul said that it was
unlawful for this person to communicate these experiences. I'm speculating, but | wonder if the details of
this experience were "unlawful" to share merely because it would not serve to build anyone up, only to
puff up the one speaking.

With the above in mind, let's turn our attention to Colossians 2:16-19:

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious
festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to
come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and
the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they
have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. They have lost
connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its
ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.

Here we see Paul condemning false prophets who impose ascetic rules upon the church based upon the
private spiritual experiences they have had. Paul—one who himself has had numerous spiritual
experiences in dreams, visions, appearances of Jesus, and even a "trip to heaven"—is saying that private
spiritual experiences cannot be binding upon the consciences of others.

Evidently the false prophets Paul has in mind are relying upon their private spiritual experiences to
bolster their message of works. He criticizes them for their false humility and obsession with angels,
going as far as to call their preoccupation "worship."

Paul says that they have lost connection to Christ and have therefore lost connection to Christ's Body; the
Church.

A point of interest here is Paul's criticism that these false prophets "go into great detail about what they
have seen." He doesn't necessarily accuse them of falsely seeing spiritual things. Instead he says that
they are led astray by the "idle notions" of an "unspiritual mind." (As an aside, there is a hint here that
the way to position oneself for true experiences is to seek to have a truly spiritual mind. But | digress.)
There is danger here because it appears these false prophets were perhaps well intentioned and thought
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they were having true spiritual encounters, but they led to false doctrine and were judged therefore to be
false.

The primary thing which false spiritual experiences will do is lead you away from Christ by distorting the
truth of the gospel. False spiritual experiences may lead to licentiousness or they may tend toward
asceticism but both errors are distortions of the gospel. We should heed the scripture's warnings in
Galatians, "But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we
preached to you, let them be under God'’s curse!" (Gal. 1:8) | doubt that warning about false angelic
experiences was merely rhetorical.

Then how does one protect oneself from false spiritual experiences?

The answer is in the passage. We must seek to have true humility, trust in Christ's work alone and not
add to it with the works of the flesh, not be more enamored with spiritual experiences than we are with
Christ, and not become disconnected from true community.

On that last point, Paul has more to say in 1 Cor. 14 and 1 Thess. 5; prophecy must be tested within the
community of God and this includes your spiritual experiences. Afterall, if your spiritual experiences are
functions of the prophetic gift, it's important to test them. Test them by the scriptures and test them in
community. Ask these questions:

1. Does it make me or those who hear more Christlike?

2. Does it cause us to trust more in Christ's work or does it tend toward fleshly indulgence or toward

trusting the works of the flesh?

Is it useful? Can someone do something with what is being shared or is it merely an "idle notion?"

Does it introduce new teaching or does it confirm the presently revealed truth?

5. Is Jesus glorified or is the speaker being exalted? Or perhaps even those hearing? Are the
listeners being seduced through flattery?

P W

On the last point a great example is the "prophetic history" of IHOPKC. Mike Bickle spun a false narrative
using heavenly experiences, dreams, visions, and much more to exalt himself and flatter those who
would serve under him. His goal was to manipulate the Body of Christ into serving his own agenda. But
the telltale signs of flattery and self-aggrandizement were there all along to those discerning enough to
see it. | was not one of those people. Shame on me.

Spiritual experiences such as dreams, visions, angelic visitations, and heavenly encounters serve the
Church by reminding us of Christ's teachings, and helping us to apply them in ways to which we may
possibly be blind. They provide specific guidance to God's people (Acts 9:10-19, Acts 10:9-16, Acts 16:6-
10) they serve to get the attention of the pre-evangelized (Acts 9:10-19), and they serve for powerful
personal encouragement. (2 Cor. 12:2) True private spiritual experiences will never reveal new doctrines,
provide revelation which is binding upon the consciences of all Christians for all time, (scripture alone has
that authority) or serve to unduly exalt mere men to the occlusion of Christ and His finished work.

e For more resources on SPIRITUAL GIFTS, go to WANDAALGER.ME (Topical Studies/Spiritual Gifts)



https://wandaalger.me/resources/gifts-of-the-spirit/

