
To get additional support for the biblical record regarding prophets and prophecy, I asked 

ChatGPT this question: There doesn’t seem to be much information given in the New Testament 

about prophets. Given the historical record and established scholarly agreement, what 

conclusions can be drawn concerning the role and function of prophets after Pentecost? Old 

Testament prophets had to be one hundred percent correct. Specifically what scriptures define 

this and provide the reason for this extreme expectation? And was it assumed that this practice 

was continued after Pentecost concerning words given to the church or nation? Though the 

biblical record doesn’t show this, are there other writings or historical context that can verify 

what the early church did with prophecies - particularly those that were for the larger church or 

even nation - once Holy Spirit was poured out on everyone? 

 

The response below is quite impressive. And though ChatGPT loves to personify itself and make 

it’s own conclusions, (“I believe…,” “I suggest…,”) I look at the overview of the biblical text and 

the supplemental sources provided in order to make my own Spirit-inspired conclusions      . 

(Wanda Alger – WandaAlger.Me) 

 

THE PROPHETIC AUTHORITY SHIFT AFTER PENTECOST 

Understanding Revelation, Interpretation, Articulation, and Application in New Covenant 

Prophecy 

 

INTRODUCTION: DID THE STANDARD FOR PROPHECY CHANGE? 

One of the greatest challenges in understanding New Testament prophecy is that the New 

Testament never gives us a comprehensive “job description” for prophets after Pentecost. 

We see prophets functioning. 

We see prophecy encouraged. 

We see prophetic words being given. 

We see prophets participating in church leadership. 

And we see believers instructed to test and weigh prophecy. 

 

But we never find a passage that simply restates the Old Testament prophetic model and says: 

“Everything you understood about prophets under Moses continues exactly as before.” 

Something significant has changed. 

 

The change is not that God has somehow become less truthful or that accuracy no longer 

matters. The change is primarily covenantal and communal. 

Under the Old Covenant, specially appointed prophets frequently stood as authoritative 

representatives of God before a covenant nation. 

 

After Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the entire covenant community. 



“And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your 

sons and your daughters shall prophesy.” — Acts 2:17 

 

The prophetic ministry did not disappear. 

But the environment in which prophecy operated fundamentally changed. 

The New Covenant community itself now possessed the Holy Spirit. 

 

This produced what could be described as a significant prophetic authority shift: 

The prophet was no longer the only person in the community expected to hear from God. 

The Spirit-filled Body was now responsible for hearing, discerning, testing, and responding 

together. 

 
PART ONE 

THE OLD TESTAMENT STANDARD: WHAT DID “100 PERCENT ACCURATE” ACTUALLY MEAN? 

 

The passage most commonly cited is Deuteronomy 18:20–22: 

“But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to 

speak... that same prophet shall die. And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word 

that the LORD has not spoken?’—when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word 

does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; the prophet 

has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.” 

 

The central offense here is presumption. 

The prophet has claimed: 

“God said this.” 

But God did not say it. 

The issue is therefore larger than an incorrect prediction.  

The prophet has falsely invoked God's authority. 

 

In the covenant nation of Israel, this was extremely serious because prophets could influence 

kings, national policy, military action, worship, covenant obedience, and the spiritual direction of 

the entire people. 

 

Accuracy was therefore one important test. 

But it was not the only test. 

 

Deuteronomy 13:1–5 warns that even if a prophetic sign occurred, the prophet was still false if 

he led the people away from the Lord. 

 

This gives us two major Old Testament tests: 



1. Did the word actually come from God? 

2. Did the message remain faithful to the covenant and character of God? 

A supernatural manifestation or accurate prediction was never sufficient by itself. 

 

WHAT ABOUT THE DEATH PENALTY? 

Another major mistake is assuming that if the Deuteronomy 18 death penalty is not carried into 

the New Testament church, the standard of truth must therefore have disappeared. 

That does not follow. 

 

Many Old Covenant civil penalties are not administered by the church. 

Adultery was punishable by death under Mosaic law. 

That does not mean adultery became acceptable after Pentecost. 

The removal of a covenantal civil penalty does not automatically mean the underlying moral 

concern has disappeared. 

 

Likewise, the church does not execute false prophets. 

But falsely speaking in God's name remains serious. 

Jesus repeatedly warns about false prophets. 

Peter warns about false teachers. 

John commands: “Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God.” — 1 John 4:1 

The method of accountability has changed. 

The seriousness of falsely representing God has not. 

 

THE REAL QUESTION MAY NOT BE “HOW ACCURATE MUST A PROPHET BE?” 

Our modern discussion often begins with percentages: 

Was the prophet 100 percent accurate? 

Is 80 percent good enough? 

What about 60 percent? 

But Scripture never gives us a prophetic accuracy percentage. 

Perhaps we are asking the wrong question. 

 

The biblical questions are more qualitative: 

Did God actually reveal this? 

Did the person faithfully communicate what was received? 

Did they speak beyond what God showed them? 

Are they willing to have the word tested? 

How do they respond when they are wrong? 

Is there a pattern of presumption? 

Is there a pattern of truthfulness? 



Does their ministry produce good fruit? 

Do they accept correction? 

Are they exploiting the authority of the phrase “God told me”? 

These questions may tell us far more about prophetic health than assigning someone an 

accuracy percentage. 

 
A NECESSARY QUALIFICATION: NOT EVERY UNFULFILLED PREDICTION MADE SOMEONE A 

FALSE PROPHET 

 

The common statement that “Old Testament prophets had to be 100 percent accurate” is 

generally trying to communicate something important, but it can be overly simplistic. 

 

Scripture recognizes conditional prophecy. 

Jeremiah 18:7–10 establishes the principle that God may announce judgment upon a nation and 

then relent if that nation repents. Likewise, He may announce blessing and then reconsider when 

people turn toward evil. 

 

Jonah provides the most obvious example. 

“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” — Jonah 3:4 

Nineveh was not destroyed forty days later. 

Yet Jonah was not declared a false prophet. 

Why? 

Because the prophetic warning accomplished its intended purpose: it provoked repentance. 

 

Therefore, Old Testament prophecy must be interpreted according to the nature and intent of the 

word. 

The real standard was not merely: 

Did every predicted event occur exactly as listeners initially expected? 

The deeper standard was: 

Did this person faithfully represent what God had actually revealed? 

That principle remains extremely important when evaluating prophecy today. 

 
PART TWO 

WHAT CHANGED AT PENTECOST? 

 

The Old Testament repeatedly anticipated a day when access to the Spirit of God would become 

dramatically more widespread. 

Moses expressed the desire: “Would that all the LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD 

would put his Spirit on them!” — Numbers 11:29 

 



Joel later prophesied: “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy.” — Joel 2:28 

 

Peter declares in Acts 2 that this new era has begun. 

This changes the prophetic environment. 

Under the New Covenant, prophecy is no longer exclusively associated with a small class of 

extraordinary individuals. 

 

Paul tells an entire congregation: 

“Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy.” 

— 1 Corinthians 14:1 

And: 

“For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged.” 

— 1 Corinthians 14:31 

At the same time, distinct prophets still existed: 

“And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets...” 

— 1 Corinthians 12:28 

And: 

“He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers...” 

— Ephesians 4:11 

 

The most reasonable conclusion is that the New Testament recognizes both: 

The widespread gift or activity of prophecy 

and 

Individuals with a more established prophetic ministry or calling. 

But both now function within the Spirit-filled community. 

 
PART THREE 

THE MOST IMPORTANT NEW TESTAMENT CHANGE: PROPHECY IS WEIGHED 

 

Paul gives one of the clearest instructions concerning New Covenant prophecy: 

“Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said.” 

— 1 Corinthians 14:29 

Likewise: 

“Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good.” 

— 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21 

 

The implications are enormous. 

Paul does not instruct believers to despise prophecy because human beings can mishandle it. 

Neither does he tell believers to automatically accept everything spoken by a recognized prophet. 



He gives two instructions that must remain together: 

Do not despise prophecy. 

and 

Test what is given. 

 

The New Testament church was therefore neither: 

prophecy-rejecting 

nor 

prophet-dependent. 

It was intended to become a prophetically discerning community. 

 

The Didache, one of the earliest surviving Christian church-order documents, likewise assumes 

that prophets will be encountered and must be discerned. It evaluates teachers and prophets by 

doctrine, conduct, motives, and their relationship with money rather than granting unquestioned 

authority simply because someone claims prophetic inspiration. 

 
PART FOUR 

FOUR STAGES OF PROPHETIC MINISTRY 

 

One of the most helpful ways to understand why New Covenant prophecy must be weighed is to 

distinguish between four different stages. 

 

1. REVELATION 

What did God actually reveal? 

This is the original spiritual communication. 

It may come through: 

• a dream 

• a vision 

• an impression 

• a Scripture highlighted by the Spirit 

• a spiritual picture 

• a word or phrase 

• supernatural knowledge 

• a burden or inner prompting 

God's revelation itself is true. 

But once a human being receives revelation, another process begins. 

 
2. INTERPRETATION 

What does the revelation mean? 

This is where human understanding enters the process. 



A person might accurately see something but misunderstand what it represents. 

 

For example: 

Someone may see a storm in a dream. 

The revelation may genuinely be from God. 

But does the storm represent: 

• judgment? 

• spiritual warfare? 

• political upheaval? 

• personal difficulty? 

• purification? 

• an actual weather event? 

The revelation and its interpretation are not necessarily the same thing. 

 

We see this principle throughout Scripture itself. Dreams often required interpretation. 

Joseph told Pharaoh: 

“It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 

— Genesis 41:16 

Daniel likewise distinguished between receiving revelation and understanding its meaning. 

 

Therefore: 

A genuine revelation can potentially be followed by an incomplete human interpretation. 

 
3. ARTICULATION 

How does the person communicate what was received? 

Even when someone has correctly received and interpreted revelation, the next challenge is 

putting it into words. 

 

This is where personality, vocabulary, theology, assumptions, experience, emotion, and cultural 

context can enter. 

Someone may receive: 

“God is confronting corruption in leadership.” 

But articulate it as: 

“God showed me that this particular leader is definitely going to be removed next month.” 

 

Those are not necessarily the same statement. 

The prophet may have moved beyond the revelation and added conclusions. 

This is precisely why great humility is needed when communicating prophetic revelation. 

 

There is a significant difference between saying: 



“This is what I saw.” 

and saying: 

“This is exactly what God says this means.” 

 

Someone says: 

“I had a dream last night. I saw a massive wave approaching the coastline.” 

That is the reported revelation. 

The person then says: 

“I believe the wave represents a coming economic crisis.” 

That is interpretation. 

Then: 

“God is saying the economy will collapse before the end of the year.” 

That is articulation and conclusion. 

Then: 

“Therefore, Christians should immediately remove their money from the banking system.” 

That is application. 

 

The original dream could genuinely be from God while one or more subsequent conclusions could 

be wrong. 

Therefore, when the church weighs prophecy, it may need to ask: 

What did God actually reveal? 

What did the person conclude from it? 

Where did revelation end and human interpretation begin? 

This allows us to maintain a high view of divine revelation without granting infallibility to human 

interpretation. 

 
4. APPLICATION 

What are we supposed to do about it? 

Even accurate revelation and accurate interpretation can be followed by incorrect application. 

This may be one of the most overlooked aspects of prophecy. 

 

A person may genuinely discern danger. 

But does that mean: 

• flee? 

• confront? 

• pray? 

• prepare? 

• wait? 

• expose? 

• remain silent? 



Those are questions of application. 

 

The example of Agabus and Paul in Acts 21 is particularly instructive. 

Agabus prophetically demonstrated that Paul would face imprisonment. 

Other believers then urged Paul not to go to Jerusalem. 

But Paul went anyway. 

 

At minimum, the passage demonstrates that receiving accurate information about coming 

hardship did not automatically dictate the response others assumed should follow. 

The revelation and the application had to be distinguished. 

 
THE PROPHETIC PROCESS 

We could therefore describe prophetic ministry this way: 

 

REVELATION 

What did God show? 

↓ 

INTERPRETATION 

What does it mean? 

↓ 

ARTICULATION 

How should I communicate it? 

↓ 

APPLICATION 

What should we do about it? 

 

The further we move through this process, the greater the opportunity for human assumptions 

to enter.  This does not diminish prophecy. 

It demonstrates why prophecy requires maturity, humility, accountability, and discernment. 

 
PART FIVE 

WHY WOULD PROPHECY NEED TO BE WEIGHED IF IT CAME FROM GOD? 

 

This question gets to the heart of New Testament prophetic practice. 

If every prophetic utterance delivered by a genuine prophet was automatically verbally infallible, 

Paul's instruction becomes difficult to explain: 

“Let the others weigh what is said.” 

Why weigh it? 

 



The weighing process strongly suggests that the congregation has a responsibility to distinguish 

what should be received. 

Paul's instruction in 1 Thessalonians is equally significant: 

“Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good.” 

The instruction to “hold fast what is good” implies discernment between what should be retained 

and what should not. 

 

This does not mean that God's voice contains mixture. 

It means that human prophetic ministry can contain mixture. 

The Spirit is perfect.  The vessel is not. 

 
PART SIX 

OLD COVENANT AND NEW COVENANT: A PROPHETIC AUTHORITY COMPARISON 

OLD COVENANT PATTERN 

 

The Spirit came particularly upon selected individuals. 

The prophet frequently stood before: 

• the king 

• the priesthood 

• the nation 

• the covenant community 

His message might carry direct covenantal authority: 

“Thus says the LORD...” 

 

The nation was often being called back to an established covenant already given through Moses. 

False representation of God's voice could therefore have devastating consequences. 

 
NEW COVENANT PATTERN 

The Spirit has been poured out upon the entire covenant community. 

 

Prophets still exist.  Prophecy still occurs. 

God still reveals His purposes. 

But the church is commanded to: 

• test spirits 

• weigh prophecy 

• judge fruit 

• compare teaching with apostolic truth 

• exercise discernment 

• seek confirmation 

• respond collectively 



The prophet therefore functions within the Body, not above it. 

 
A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT 

 

OLD COVENANT 

“Go to the prophet because the prophet has access to God's counsel.” 

NEW COVENANT 

“Receive prophetic ministry, but the same Holy Spirit dwells in the Body; therefore weigh 

together what has been spoken.” 

 

This does not eliminate prophetic authority. 

It places prophetic authority within a larger system of mutual discernment and accountability. 

 
PART SEVEN 

THE NEW TESTAMENT FUNCTION OF PROPHETS 

 

Although we do not receive one comprehensive definition, several functions emerge. 

1. EDIFICATION, ENCOURAGEMENT, AND CONSOLATION 

“The one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and 

consolation.” — 1 Corinthians 14:3 

This establishes the basic pastoral effect of congregational prophecy. 

 
2. STRENGTHENING THE CHURCH 

“Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brothers 

with many words.” — Acts 15:32 

Notice the emphasis. 

Their prophetic ministry strengthened believers. 

 
3. REVEALING COMING EVENTS 

Agabus predicted a coming famine.  Acts 11:27–30 

The response was practical preparation. 

The disciples gathered relief. 

The prophecy served the people rather than merely establishing the prophet's reputation. 

 
4. WARNING AND PREPARING 

Agabus warned Paul concerning what awaited him in Jerusalem.  Acts 21:10–14 

Prophecy could therefore prepare believers for coming difficulty without necessarily being given 

to prevent that difficulty. 

 
5. PARTICIPATING IN CORPORATE DIRECTION 



At Antioch, prophets and teachers were ministering to the Lord when the Holy Spirit directed the 

setting apart of Barnabas and Saul.  Acts 13:1–3 

Importantly, this occurred in a corporate setting. 

The direction was not portrayed simply as: 

“One prophet spoke and everyone obeyed.” 

The leadership community was worshiping, fasting, listening, and responding together. 

 
6. EQUIPPING THE SAINTS 

The prophetic ministry is included among the gifts Christ gives: 

“to equip the saints for the work of ministry.” — Ephesians 4:11–12 

Therefore, a mature New Covenant prophetic ministry should not create increasing dependency 

upon prophets. 

It should create an increasingly: 

• discerning 

• equipped 

• spiritually mature 

• Scripture-grounded 

• Spirit-responsive 

Body of Christ. 

 

The success of New Covenant prophets should not be measured merely by: 

How many people follow them? 

Perhaps a better question is: 

Are the people around them becoming more capable of discerning the voice and ways of 

God for themselves? 

 
PART EIGHT 

HOW DID THE EARLY CHURCH TEST PROPHETS? 

 

The earliest Christian writings outside the New Testament provide an important historical 

window. 

They should never be treated as Scripture. 

But they can show us how Christians living relatively close to the apostolic era understood 

prophetic practice. 

 
THE DIDACHE 

The Didache assumes that prophets continued to function among Christian communities. 

But it also assumes that they must be tested. 

 

The document considers: 



Doctrine 

Does the person teach consistently with the received Christian faith? 

Character 

Does the person's behavior correspond with righteousness? 

Motives 

Is the prophet using spiritual authority for personal benefit? 

Money 

Does the person manipulate others financially? 

Fruit 

Does the prophet's lifestyle reflect the way of the Lord? 

 

The Didache even warns against a person who uses spiritual language to ask for money for 

himself while distinguishing that from appeals made to help those genuinely in need. 

This demonstrates something extremely important. 

The early church did not evaluate prophets solely according to: 

“Did their prediction come true?” 

Their lives were examined. 

Their doctrine was examined. 

Their motives were examined. 

Their relationship with money was examined. 

 
THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS 

Another early Christian text, The Shepherd of Hermas, also discusses discerning true and false 

prophets. 

Its instruction is striking:  “By his life test the man that hath the divine Spirit.” 

 

The surrounding discussion emphasizes humility, behavior, character, and the manner in which a 

supposed prophet functions within the believing community. 

 

Again we see: 

Character is prophetic evidence. 

This is remarkably consistent with Jesus: 

“You will recognize them by their fruits.” — Matthew 7:16 

 
THE MONTANIST CONTROVERSY 

The controversy surrounding Montanus, Priscilla, and Maximilla in the second century 

demonstrates that questions concerning contemporary prophecy remained very much alive in 

the early church. 

 

The controversy was not simply:  “Can prophecy still happen?” 



The surviving accounts show that Christians were debating the nature, manner, doctrine, 

authority, and fruit of claimed prophetic activity. Eusebius preserves material from opponents of 

the movement who believed its prophetic manifestations needed to be investigated and rejected. 

Because those surviving accounts are polemical, historians must use them carefully, but they 

clearly demonstrate that claimed prophetic movements were subjected to communal scrutiny. 

 

This is significant. 

The post-apostolic church did not appear to operate under the assumption: 

“Anyone who says God spoke must be believed.” 

Prophetic claims could be questioned. 

Prophetic movements could be examined. 

Prophetic authority could be rejected. 

 
PART NINE 

WHAT ABOUT PROPHECIES CONCERNING NATIONS? 

 

The New Testament gives far fewer examples than many modern prophetic movements might 

lead us to expect. 

Prophets certainly spoke concerning events that affected regions and governments. 

Agabus predicted a widespread famine. 

Revelation speaks prophetically concerning kingdoms, rulers, persecution, judgment, and the 

course of history. 

Jesus Himself prophesied concerning Jerusalem. 

 

But we do not find a clearly documented New Testament system of prophets regularly issuing 

public predictions concerning: 

• elections 

• individual political candidates 

• governmental appointments 

• election dates 

• routine national events 

 

This does not prove that God cannot speak about those things. 

God is sovereign over nations. 

But it does mean that modern practices should not automatically be described as: 

“The obvious New Testament prophetic model.” 

We must be honest where Scripture is silent. 

 
A MORE BIBLICAL QUESTION FOR NATIONAL PROPHECY 

Instead of merely asking: 



“Did the prophet correctly predict what happened?” 

we should also ask: 

What kingdom purpose did the revelation serve? 

Did it: 

• call people to prayer? 

• expose injustice? 

• prepare believers? 

• call people to repentance? 

• protect people? 

• strengthen faith? 

• reveal God's redemptive purposes? 

The prophetic ministry of Scripture is rarely mere spiritual fortune-telling. 

Prophecy serves God's covenant purposes. 

 
PART TEN 

IS NEW TESTAMENT PROPHECY ALLOWED TO BE WRONG? 

 

This question needs careful wording. 

I do not believe Scripture gives prophetic ministers permission to become casual about accuracy. 

Speaking in God's name should always produce holy fear. 

 

Nor should we create a culture where someone can repeatedly announce: 

“God told me...” 

make specific predictions that consistently fail, 

and then dismiss every failure by saying: 

“Well, New Testament prophets don't have to be accurate.” 

That conclusion goes beyond the biblical evidence. 

 

At the same time, the existence of New Testament commands to weigh prophecy suggests that 

the church understood human prophetic ministry as something requiring evaluation rather than 

automatic acceptance. 

 

Therefore, I would distinguish between: 

A MISTAKEN PROPHETIC IMPRESSION 

Someone sincerely believes God has shown them something but later recognizes they 

misunderstood. 

Their proper response is humility, correction, and learning. 

 

PRESUMPTUOUS PROPHECY 



Someone repeatedly speaks with unwarranted certainty in God's name, refuses correction, 

exaggerates revelation, or manipulates people through claims of divine authority. 

This is far more serious. 

 

FALSE PROPHETIC MINISTRY 

A persistent pattern characterized by deception, corrupt fruit, false doctrine, manipulation, 

exploitation, or deliberate misrepresentation of God's voice. 

Not every prophetic mistake automatically makes someone a false prophet. 

But neither should repeated prophetic failure be ignored. 

Patterns matter. 

Humility matters. 

Correction matters. 

Fruit matters. 

Accountability matters. 

 
PART ELEVEN 

A NEW COVENANT FRAMEWORK FOR WEIGHING PROPHECY 

 

When prophetic revelation is given, the church can ask: 

REVELATION 

What exactly was received? 

Separate the original dream, vision, impression, or word from everything added afterward. 

 
INTERPRETATION 

What assumptions have been made about what it means? 

Could there be another interpretation? 

What does Scripture suggest? 

 
ARTICULATION 

Has the person stated more than the revelation actually revealed? 

Did: 

“I sensed...” 

become: 

“God absolutely said...”? 

 
APPLICATION 

Does the proposed response actually follow from the revelation? 

A warning does not always mean flee. 

A promise does not always mean immediate fulfillment. 

A revelation concerning a leader does not automatically dictate how people should vote. 



 
SCRIPTURE 

Is the message consistent with the written Word and character of God? 

No prophetic experience has authority to overturn apostolic truth. 

 
COMMUNITY 

What do mature believers discern? 

“Let the others weigh what is said.” 

Prophecy should be accountable to the Body. 

 
FRUIT 

What does this prophetic ministry consistently produce? 

Jesus said: 

“You will recognize them by their fruits.” 

Does the ministry produce: 

• Christlikeness? 

• righteousness? 

• humility? 

• love? 

• repentance? 

• maturity? 

• freedom? 

Or: 

• fear? 

• dependency? 

• obsession? 

• division? 

• arrogance? 

• manipulation? 

 
TRACK RECORD 

While predictive accuracy is not the only biblical test, it still matters. 

Repeated public predictions should be examined honestly. 

If someone consistently claims: 

“The Lord says this will happen,” 

and it does not happen, this deserves serious evaluation. 

Grace should never become an excuse for irresponsibility. 

 
CONCLUSION 

FROM PROPHET-DEPENDENT TO SPIRIT-EMPOWERED 



 

Perhaps the greatest prophetic shift after Pentecost is not that prophecy became less powerful. 

It is that the people of God became more empowered. 

 

Under the Old Covenant, the question was often: 

“Where is the prophet so that we might inquire of the Lord?” 

Under the New Covenant, the Spirit has been poured out upon the entire Body. 

There are still prophets. 

There is still prophetic revelation. 

There are still gifts of the Spirit. 

But the prophet no longer stands as the sole gatekeeper to the counsel of God. 

The New Covenant prophet should not replace the believer's relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

The prophet should help strengthen it. 

 

This is why the mature New Covenant model is neither: 

Believe everything the prophet says. 

nor: 

Reject prophecy because people sometimes get things wrong. 

The biblical invitation is: 

“Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good.” 

 

Perhaps this is the prophetic culture Pentecost was always intended to produce: 

Prophets who speak with humility. 

Believers who listen with discernment. 

Leaders who provide accountability. 

A community grounded in Scripture. 

And an entire Body learning together to recognize the voice, heart, and ways of God. 

 

The goal of New Covenant prophetic ministry is ultimately not to produce more people who 

follow prophets. 

It is to produce a mature Body that follows Jesus. 

 

ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS: 

 

The revelation God gives is true, but human beings may not always receive, interpret, 

articulate, or apply that revelation perfectly. 

The possibility of error lies with the human participant, not with the Holy Spirit. 

This means the standard of truth has not been lowered. 

What has changed is the system through which prophetic ministry is processed and held 

accountable. 



A MISTAKE IS NOT NECESSARILY THE SAME AS PRESUMPTION 

This distinction is critical. 

Imagine someone says: 

“I believe the Lord may be highlighting this.” 

They submit the impression to others. 

It is weighed. 

They later realize they misunderstood. 

That is very different from someone declaring: 

“Thus says the Lord. This will absolutely happen on this date.” 

Then, when it fails, they refuse accountability, rewrite what they originally said, blame the 

hearers, or immediately issue another prediction. 

 

The first may represent immature discernment. 

The second may reveal a growing pattern of presumption. 

The issue is not merely: 

Was someone wrong? 

The issue is also: 

How did they handle the authority of God's name? 

 

DIFFERENT LEVELS OF CLAIM REQUIRE DIFFERENT LEVELS OF ACCOUNTABILITY 

This may be one of the most practical principles for contemporary prophetic ministry. 

If someone says: 

“I have a sense that we should pray about this,” 

the claim carries one level of authority. 

If someone says: 

“I believe the Lord may be showing me this,” 

the claim is stronger. 

If someone says: 

“The Lord told me this will happen,” 

the claim is stronger still. 

And if someone publicly declares: 

“Thus says the Lord: this specific event will occur on this specific date,” 

they have voluntarily made a highly specific claim to divine revelation. 

The greater the claimed certainty, the greater the appropriate accountability. 

This is not punishment. 

It is integrity. 

 

PUBLIC PROPHECY REQUIRES PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY 

This becomes especially important with prophecies concerning churches, nations, elections, 

disasters, and public events. 



A private prophetic impression that proves mistaken has limited consequences. 

A prophecy broadcast to hundreds of thousands of people can influence: 

• voting decisions 

• financial decisions 

• ministry decisions 

• public trust 

• people's understanding of God 

• the credibility of prophetic ministry itself 

 

Therefore: 

The reach of a prophetic word should influence the level of accountability attached to it. 

The larger the platform, the greater the responsibility. 

 

This principle is consistent with James' warning concerning teachers: 

“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be 

judged with greater strictness.” — James 3:1 

Though James is specifically speaking about teachers, the underlying principle is relevant: 

greater spiritual influence carries greater responsibility. 

 

A BETTER WAY TO STATE THE NEW COVENANT STANDARD 

Rather than saying: 

“New Testament prophets don't have to be 100 percent accurate,” 

I would suggest saying: 

“The New Testament never lowers God's standard of truth, but it explicitly requires 

prophetic ministry to function within a process of testing, weighing, and communal 

discernment.” 

 

Or even more simply: 

The standard of truth remains high. The process of accountability has changed. 

Under the Old Covenant, false prophetic claims were addressed within Israel's theocratic legal 

system. 

Under the New Covenant, prophetic claims are addressed within a Spirit-filled community 

through: 

• testing 

• weighing 

• discernment 

• correction 

• accountability 

• recognition of fruit 

 



GRACE DOES NOT REMOVE ACCOUNTABILITY 

Pentecost did not make prophecy casual. 

Grace does not give us permission to put God's name on our assumptions. 

If anything, the widespread outpouring of the Spirit should create greater humility. 

Because now the person receiving the prophecy can say: 

“I believe I heard the Lord.” 

And the Spirit-filled community can respond: 

“We will weigh this together.” 

That is not dishonoring prophecy. That is biblical prophecy. 

 

THE PROPHET IS ALSO BEING WEIGHED OVER TIME 

Although 1 Corinthians 14:29 specifically says to weigh what is spoken, the broader New 

Testament clearly teaches that ministries are also known by their fruit. 

Jesus says: 

“You will recognize them by their fruits.” — Matthew 7:16 

 

Therefore, we should distinguish between: 

WEIGHING A PROPHECY 

Is this particular message from God? and 

EVALUATING A PROPHETIC MINISTRY 

What pattern is emerging over time? 

 

A person can make a mistake without being a false prophet. 

But repeated mistakes accompanied by arrogance, manipulation, refusal of correction, or 

habitual misuse of God's name may eventually reveal something much more serious than an 

isolated error. 

 

Individual words are weighed. Ministries are recognized by their fruit. 

CONCLUSION: THE STANDARD DID NOT GET LOWER—THE BODY BECAME MORE RESPONSIBLE 


